COTTON

The most general method of drying is to have the
drying machinery in a room above the printing room in
order to keep the print room cool. The hot-air system of
drying is gradually displacing all others, and for the finest
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FIG. 71.  CYLINDER VERTICAL DRYING MACHINE
and most delicate colours it is the most suitable. In this
system the printed cloth is led directly from the machine
over a number of steam-heated chests on to the drying
chamber. This contains a number of rollers round which
the cloth passes and is dried by the constant circulation
of hot air. Fig. 71 illustrates one form of drying machine,
and Fig. 72 a stenter or stretching machine used to restore
width to the cloth which it has lost during the finishing
processes.